On Track Education
Dear All,

Inside...
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It is that time of year again where students have been working hard towards their exams. We take pride in enabling our students to take the exams they are most suited to. We have entered students in a wide range of
exams including Entry Level, Arts Award, Functional Skills, GCSE and BTEC
levels 1 and 2. Students have worked hard towards their exams and we are hoping
they achieve success when the results are published in the summer. It is great to see
students feeling confident and focused during this time of the year. Exams will carry
on after half term with the last exam on the 12th June.
We have some new qualifications that we are delivering including
British Values and Media Studies Level 2 BTEC First.
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Attendance remains a key area of focus. Well done to the 69% of our
students who achieved over 91% this term. Attendance is improving
but we want all of our children to be above 91%. Please see page 3 for more information.
We raised over £100 for Sport Relief with a sponsored
sport session at Totnes Pavilions where a group of students ran or walked in relay with a target of the distance
of a marathon. They also visited the Totnes site to spend
time on a running machine.
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Attendance
Matters!
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We have celebrated the Royal Wedding and spent time learning about healthy eating,
keeping yourself safe online and the inclusive society.

Contact
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Information

If you are worried about your child’s online activity please use
the following web addresses to find out more:
https://www.internetmatters.org
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/Parents/
Some important dates for your diary:
6th July. Yarner Fayre and Sports Day from 11.00am—2.30 pm. There will be a range
of stalls and games finishing with competitions for all. Parents/Carers are very welcome.
18th-25th July—Activities week. Activities to be confirmed.
25th July—Parent Review Day.
25th July—End of term.
We will see everybody back in school on Monday June 4th.
Julie Dixon-Higgins

Head of Centre

P a g e
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News from Totnes, Yarner and Woodlands.

Science.
To apply Connor's theory that he's been learning over the past few weeks in
science. ‘What is a healthy diet and why is this important?’. We visited a restaurant in Torquay so that he could evaluate their menu. He even got to sample his choice of starter- salt and pepper crispy squid. Connor really engaged
in the evaluation and definitely enjoyed tasting and summarising his
thoughts; theory to practise right there!
Literacy.
All of the KS3 Nuture Group students wrote letters to people or groups of
people they admire as part of their preparation to their Functional Skills exams. e.g. Donald Trump and Real Madrid. So far we have had replies from the
Nurture groups old teacher and England Rugby International Sam Simmonds.
Gardening.
The raised beds have been made and filled with topsoil and compost. The
young people then decided on what they would like to grow. We then went
to a garden centre to choose our seedlings. The young people choose: peas,
beans, lettuce, jalapeno, spring onions and tomatoes. The young people are
now looking after their raised beds by watering them daily and supporting
the larger plants with canes. We are hoping that we should be able to harvest
the raised beds prior to the summer holidays.
Work in the community.
One of our students who has struggled with anxiety has worked with staff to
help a family in the community to transform her shed from a derelict hut into
a brightly coloured play house. What a superb outcome for all.
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Nurture Group at Yarner

3

Visit to Exeter Mosque and Cathedral.
We began the term with a visit to both the mosque and Cathedral in Exeter. Both nurture groups went
along as part of our British Values work on tolerance and diversity. We had a tour around the mosque
and were lucky enough to have the honour of sitting in on prayers. The group were amazed at how many
different sorts of people came to prayer- from business men to Deliveroo couriers! Saskia and Joey both
said that the prayers were intriguing with Joey adding that he thought that the carpet in the mosque was
soft and so clean. He wondered how often it would have to be cleaned!
Mental Health Awareness Week.
We marked mental health awareness week with a variety of lessons based around stress. The group experienced different ways to combat stress- including mindfulness, art and physical activity. They then
turned their skills to becoming stress busting mentors for yarner- learning about the power of positivity,
how our brains and bodies react to stress and the importance of forgiveness in relieving stress. The
group produced a fantastic display of information for Yarner and they are hoping that this may help the
younger members find positive ways to manage stress. Saskia really enjoyed the physical activities to
reduce stress- noting in particular that she would like to have more time to hit the bin with a baton! Joey
agreed and said that he enjoyed the discipline of boxing too.
Europe Day.
As well as preparing for exams, the older group marked Europe Day with a morning of language, song,
geography and the making of fresh pasta using the pasta machine. We also learnt phrases to use in the
classroom and the lesson was conducted almost entirely in French! Saskia really enjoyed learning new
languages and Joey especially enjoyed trying out his Spanish phrase for “ I don’t understand!! Both
young people expressed an interest in continuing learning a language.

At the end of each term we reward
good attendance in the following ways:
98% -100% attendance = Gold Award
certificate and £10.00 gift voucher
95%-97% attendance = Silver Award
Certificate
91%-94% = Bronze Award Certificate
Most Improved Attendance for the
term = Certificate and £5.00 voucher
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E d u c a ti o n

Tel:01803866462
E-Mail:
totnes@ontrackeducationservices.com
Website:
www.ontrackeducationservices.com
On Track Education Services
Parragon Building
Ford Road
Totnes
TQ9 5LQ

Consultancy

Assessment

Tuition

Training

Accreditation

Resources

Support

Key Contacts
Jane Cox...Director and Head of Education
Julie Dixon-Higgins...Head of Centre, Totnes

Back to school
on:

Simon Wood … Deputy Head of Centre (West Yarner)

Monday

Rachel Foot ...Intervention Services Manager

June 4th

Ruth Bentley...Administration, Attendance, and Careers
Adviser

Important!

Contact us on 01803 866462

Please ensure that
we have up-to -date
contact details for
you.

