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WHAT AN
AMAZING TERM
WE HAVE HAD!

W h a t ' s  n e w ?
L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  S e n i o r  L e a d e r s h i p  T e a m . . . .

Season’s Greetings to you all.
 
During the Summer our pupils again did a fabulous job in sitting their
GCSE exams and completing BTEC work. All certificates have now been
posted out to pupils. 

This term we have also organised some mock GCSE exams in Maths and
English for pupils to practice answering exam style questions in exam
conditions with the support needs in place that they require. We hope this
process will help acclimatise them all and make the summer exams go
even smoother, now we have had a practice! 

Last week we had a lovely surprise when some of last year’s pupils
dropped in to see us. They were all at Northampton College doing a
mixture of A Levels and vocational courses like vehicle maintenance. One
pupil reminisced that he didn’t realise how lucky he was while at On Track
to get all the support that he received, as it’s not quite the same at college!
So please remind current pupils to make the most of the opportunity while
they are here. 

School is not just a place where pupils learn as can be seen in the
photograph on the left: Staff member Tony O’Connor recently achieved a
black belt in kickboxing, a huge achievement. We also have a number of
staff complete and some continuing to work on National Professional
Qualifications to support their work with our pupils. A special well done
also goes out to our SENCO Lucy Byatt for getting a distinction in her
postgraduate diploma in specific learning difficulties and inclusion.

Thanks again to all our parents/carers and our amazing On Track staff for
working so hard to support pupils through school, in making progress and
achieving some fantastic qualifications.

We do all wish you a very relaxing Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

Sally and Pete
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WHAT'S BEEN
HAPPENING?

D R  J E K Y L L  A N D  M R
H Y D E  &
A  C H R I S T M A S  C A R O L  –
L I V E  A T  O N  T R A C K !

Attendance

Whole school attendance is 87%.
Well done to the 4 students who
achieved 100% this term. They will
receive a treat at the end of term.

Attendance is important and we
would like any feedback from
students on incentives we can
offer! Please email:
northamptonoffice@ontrackeduc
ation.com
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Space centreTrip 

Transformation was the theme that ran through the
performances of ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ and ‘A Christmas
Carol’- Dr Jekyll's transformation representing the
Janus-faced nature of the Victorian English
gentleman and the moral lesson of Scrooge's
transformation from 'covetous old sinner' to a merry
philanthropist. Our students were enthralled by
modernised adaptations of these powerful
nineteenth-century texts whose themes of morality,
power structures and spirituality persist in relevance
today.
Students seized the opportunity to join in celebrating
our culture of literature: exploring social change, our
moral duties and what spirituality means to each of
us. We were drawn into the world of Victorian
Britain: one moment watching in terrific awe as Mr
Hyde enacted his evil deeds in murky streets of
London and the next singing Christmas carols and
joining the Cratchits for a Christmas dinner party!
A number of our students even volunteered to join
the actors on stage to engage in acting workshops-
singing, dancing and reciting key quotations from the
text. We're so proud to see our students gaining in
confidence and becoming enchanted with the world
of literature and theatre.

For National Space Week
students were taken to the
Leicester Space Museum
which was a blast! Students
got to see the planetarium
show, which was incredible,
before exploring the
museum. Student feedback
was really positive and we
look forward to going again
in the future.
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WHAT'S BEEN
HAPPENING?
'

SPORT - certificate of
commendation

The kickboxing groups have continued
to excel once again this term and we
have just had one of our most successful
grading weeks yet. 17 belts were passed
which included white, red, yellow, green
and amazingly 3 blue belts .
Congratulations to everybody involved !
We also now have 3 members of staff
that have Black belts, including Tony
O’Connor who recently achieved a black
belt this term.

FISHING 
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KICKBOXING GRADING

One of our
fishing groups
made it into
the national
Angling Times
magazine!



WHAT'S BEEN
HAPPENING?
'
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Religion WOW Days -
Yom Kippur

RELIGION WOW DAY
At the beginning of October pupils
had the opportunity to explore 'Yom
Kippur', a Jewish festival. Yom
Kippur is the Day of Atonement, and
is known as the holiest day of the
Jewish year. During this period Jews
traditionally ask for forgiveness from
God for their wrongdoings. Pupils
spent time during this day
completing word-searches with
subject specific vocabulary, creating
forgiving hands, and painting
positivity rocks. 

Our maths students are encouraged to develop their
“functional skills” to help solve real-life problems. On
October 16th , students from every unit of the school put
these maths skills to the test in an Escape Room
Challenge.
Working in teams, they had to race against the clock to
solve a sequence of maths problems, finding the codes
to unlock the secret doors. Who could complete all 12
challenges in the quickest time?
Students showed fantastic teamwork during the session,
sharing ideas and applying the maths skills they’ve
developed in lessons. Every team solved all 12 sets of
challenges in under an hour, which was a great
achievement.
The Problem Solving Company are a leading provider of
school maths events. Their staff were impressed at how
quickly our students settled into their teams, their
ability to solve problems, and the concentration and
effort students showed to keep going.
Well done to all the students and staff who took part.

££ ESCAPE ROOM
CHALLENGE %%



School council meet once a term to discuss any issues ,concerns
or developments at school. This term they hey voted for  kindness
winners of the term, 
 Unit 2: Elias  Unit 3: Troy  Unit 1 to be announced in the new year.

Students have requested games to play in unit 3; Sally has
approved this so they are very excited about it. 
New basketballs are being ordered for unit 2.
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WHAT'S BEEN
HAPPENING? 

School Council 

Up coming events!

Students return from the Christmas
break on Wednesday 8th January 2025
February Half term starts on 14th
February. We return on 24th February 
Parents’ Evening: Thursday 13th
February 2025. More information to be
sent out after Christmas
School Visits to Museums and Zoos have
been booked in for Jan/ Feb
National Apprenticeship week is in
February

BTEC Business   

This term our Business Studies pupils
have been considering their future
career plans, and exploring local
businesses. Part of this included
visiting a mixture of retail, service
and retail and service businesses in
Milton Keynes. Pupils are working
very hard towards their qualification.

Christmas banners
in Unit 3

Unit 3 students made Christmas
banners and displays
using their art and engineering
skills. Their banners
showed snow scenes, reindeer,
holly and berries, night
skies, and used mixed media to
create 3D effects.
Wishing everyone a Happy
Christmas!

Science 

This term students
have been woprk on
how to prepare
uncontaminated
culture and effects
of antiseptic on
microorganisms,
student have
enjoyed being
practical in lessons. 



SUPPORTING CHARITIES
AND FAMILIES

Thank you for all of your support this
term. We collected many food items for
The McCarthy Dixon Foundation which
they were very grateful for. We work in
partnership with them supporting
families that need it the most. We will
continue this partnership throughout the
year holding different events to raise
money and awareness of the good work
they do. 
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WHAT'S BEEN
HAPPENING? 

Guide Dogs 

Macmillan 
Cake sale 

The school arranged an afternoon event for this
year’s McMillan coffee afternoon where we had a
huge turnout of parents and carers supporting the
charity. Students had baked items to sell, which went
down a huge treat, whilst our business studies
students sold items from their businesses, such as
wax melts, crayons, custom pictures and charms. The
school had a really positive buzz and students took
part in the games, such as guess the sweets in the jar!
The school is really proud to support this charity and
we will be supporting Toni when she completes the
London Marathon next year! Toni will also be
returning to school to take part in the school’s mini
marathon to help her get her target.

Our animal behaviour studies students
have been working hard to raise money
for The Guide Dogs for the blind
association. They made their own dog
safe treats and enrichment toys for our
very own Diego. 
On Parents’ Evening everyone was
invited to see the stall and raise
awareness of this incredible charity. We
managed to raise £65 for the charity and
we would like to thank all staff, students
and parents/carers that donated. 

Donations received

I would like to thank all the companies
for their donations we received this year
to enable us to hold our Christmas
Bingo and tombola. We had an amazing
turn out of staff, students and families
who won some amazing prizes. Special
thanks go to: 
Heather from Touch of Heather
Markie Prendiville from The Old Bank
KFC
Riverside Hub
Deb at The Wardrobe Moulton
Parents that have donated present to
school for students 
Staff and their family and friends 



Our Christmas Family Bingo was again a
huge success and enjoyed by all. Thank
you to all the parents and carers that
attended. We had many prizes that were
won on the tombola and the bingo games.
This year we also held a cake sale, this was
to help support and raise funds for The
McCarthy Dixon Foundation, we raised a
amazing £91.10 from the cake sale and
tombola which has already made its way to
the charity. This money will be used to
support other families in Northamptonshire
who are in need over the Christmas period.
We look forward to our next event where we
can all meet again and share some fun
times. 
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CHRISTMAS
FAMILY
BINGO
EVENT  



Due to the weather forest school has been a
challenge for our students this term, but this has not
stopped everyone having fun and making the most of
our time. Students have built fires to cook on and to
keep warm while drinking our hot chocolate. We
have focussed on team building this term,
encouraging our students to work together to make
up new games or activities by using their
imaginations and creativity. This has enhanced
kindness, tolerance and their listening skills. We
have had a lot of fun puddle splashing, mud
dodging, leaf crunching and snow play. We have
visited the National Space Centre and had a great
day looking at the Christmas displays at Gates,
Oakham. We are very proud of our students’
endurance through a very wet and cold term.
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FOREST
SCHOOL 
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ECO SCHOOLS  



Never put
batteries in your

recycling bin. Take
them to a battery
collection point.

USE UP YOUR
LEFTOVERS For

recipe ideas
visit

www.foodsavvy
.org.uk/recipes

DID YOU KNOW...we throw away30% more rubbishat Christmas?

Christmas
cards with no

glitter or
foil CAN be

recycled. Just
pop them in
your home

recycling bin!

Electrical waste
like Christmas tree

lights can be
recycled at

recycling centres,
but they mustn’t be

sent to landfill.

Good news, real
Christmas trees can
be treecycled! Some

authorities
organise special
collections or

drop-off points.

We throw away

roughly 227,000

miles of

wrapping paper

every Christmas.

Scrunch the
wrapping paper
in your hand –

if it stays
scrunched it

can be recycled

Only buy what you
need. In the UK, a

typical Christmas
sees Brits throw
away two million

turkeys.

Reuse
Christmas

cards as gift
tags or to

write shopping
lists on! 

 donate any
unwanted
Christmas

presents rather
than throwing

them away.

Recycling This
Christmas



Recycled Christmas Craft

 You will need:
A clean jar, Glue,
Paint, Scissors,
Ribbon/string,

Stickers, buttons

Christmas or tissue

paper ,LED tealight

MAKE A CHRISTMAS
LANTERN JAR

STEP 1: Paint your

jar in a colo
ur of

your ch
oice or

 wrap

the jar w
ith

Christmas paper.

STEP 2: Leave
jar to dry or if

using paper
wait for the
glue to dry

STEP 3: Cover the
jar with stickers
or paint a design

onto the jar 

STEP 4: Add
buttons or

embellishments to
your jar

STEP 5: Tie
ribbon or string
around the top of

the jar. 

STEP 6: Place an
LED tealight
into the jar. 



ALLERGY REGISTER FOR
SCHOOL

Allergy Register.

This term we have been working towards our school being placed on the Allergy register. We
are ensuring that we are allergy aware and prepared for any possible anaphylaxis in school.
We now have emergency adrenaline auto-injectors in school and all staff have undertaken
training to manage an allergic response and anaphylaxis.  
Please take the time to go through the information provided as everyone in our school
community has a part to play.





F A M I L Y
S U P P O R T  
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